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Sober Reader, 

THE Deſign of the 

following Diſcourſe, 
- an Eſſay to allay, if poſſible, 
the Heats and Animoſities, 
with which one Party, or 
Religious Society, treats 
another ; that if they cannot 
Unite in Judgment, they 
might, for the Eaſe of the 
Government, their own In- 
tereſt, and Benefit of Poſte- 


A. 2 rity, 


PREFACE. 
rity, Unite in cA fettion : 
For as we have not all a- 
[ihe outſzdes neither in Shape 
or Complexion, no more are - 
our IntelleFua] Conceptions. 

And as it would be Mad- 
neſs to Quarrel about the firſt, 
ſo it would be little leſs to. 
Perſecute about the laſs. 

'Tis true, the Primitive 
Chriſtians were of one Heart 
and Mind, but that which 
made them ſo, was, . the 
Sword of the Spirit, not of - 
the Magiſtrate: And where 
that Spirit rules, it will 

produce 


PREFACE. 
. produce the like Effefts , 


© but without it, tis vanity to 
think of bringing People into 
ſuch a Unity; but much more 
vain to think of Perſecuting 
, People into it : Since 'tis 
, God that muſt Perluade Fa- 
2 pbhet to dwell in the Tents 
" of Shem; and till by him 
Men are ſo "Perſuaded, the 
Magiſtrate loſetb his Labour 
to force into that Tent or 
| Church, that at beſt is but 
- ſuppoſed to be the True One. 

One thing I intreat my 
, Reader (yiz. ) That he 


would 


"— — 


""Þ 


PREFACE. 

would endeavour Rather to 
Re-examine his Conſcience 
and Education, to know 
whether his Faith and Pra- 
Fices are Reaſonable, than 
value himſelf upon Church 
Memberſbip. 


Religion 


Religionand Þ 
| 5 5 


"TW AD Mankind no Innate No- 
H tions of a Deity, or of the 

| Immortality of the Soxl, of a 
future Stateof Rewards and Puniſhments: 
*Tis reaſonable ta ſuppoſe, that the 
_ greateſt part would avoid troubling 
either their Minds or Heads about what 
is called Relzgion. 

But this Language would be as uni- 
verſally keard and believed, as exprel- 
ſed ( viz.) Lett us eat and arink, &c. 
for to morrow ( there's an end of us) 
we muſt ate. 

But ſince the contrary is moſt cer- 
tain, and that all the Inventions of 
Men, and Artifices of Satan, are not 
able ro ſuppreſs, or totally {ilence, thoſe 

A 4 Dreadfu! 
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Dreadful Alarms we are made to hear 
in our own _Conſciences; it becomes 
our Intereſt, as well as Duty, to apply 
our ſelves, with all fervency of Spirit, 
ro ſuch a Courſe of Life as may firſt freg 
us from that Perturbation of Mind, 
which infallibly is (ſooner or later) en- 
taiPd on an Evil Conſcience ; And /e- 
conaly, obtain the afſurance of a Lot 
in that future Peace, Kingdom and 
Glory, that ſhall have no end. 

Religion then is that Science, which 
perfealy to Underſtand and PraQtiſe, 
15 the only means for accompliſhin 
the aforeſaid end (vis.) quiet the Con- 
ſcience here, and aſſure the Soul of 
Blefſedneſs hereafter. 

True it 1s, the Word hath often 
been abuſed, and the intent of 1t not 
teldom miſtaken ; yea, to that degree, 
that what God deſigned in it (who is 
fuſt and Realonable in all his ways ) 
tor an univerlal Advantage to Man- 
kind, hath been engroſs'd, and made 
the property of a Party, who have 
been fo far from Converting and Cu- 
ring of Souls by it, that it hath noe 

failed 
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failed of being the greateſt Stumbling 
to thoſe that have taken reaſonable 
ways to ſave their own. 

And this hath chiefly ſprung from 
two Roots: The Firſt is, the Im- 
morality of thoſe pretended DoQors, 
whoſe pernicious Example have had: 
this effe, either to make the Obfer- 
ver conclude, there 1s no ſuch thi 
as Religion 1n the World, but that 
talking of it 1s only a Political Con- 
trivance to ſubject the People, that 
they may be the more unlike to 
give their Superiours trouble in Go- 
verning them. 

Or elſe that this Dottor is bur a 
meer Quack, who prates about Reli- 
g10n no otherwiſe in earneſt than to 
get Money by it ; which, what a vaſt 
Prejudice that 1s to the Cauſe of Reli- 
gion 1n general, is not hard to deter- 
mine. For 1t he that ſeems devoted 
to Religion, gives no better Proofs of 
the Power and YVertue of it, than only 
to Talk of Curing others, whilſt his 
own Diſtemper is ſo notorious, no 
Marvel it others that are Aﬀicted de- 
Wy ſpiſe 
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ſpiſe hoth the Man and the Means ; 
the laſt as defeftive, as the firſt a meer 
fopp —— Thinking Men, wha have 
the uſe of their Senſes, and helieve the 
Service of God to be Reaſonable, as 
well as Religious, are of the Judgment, 
That *tis impoflible for the Netign of 
Religion to be anſwered, until by a 
Purge of the Law, theſe Blaſphemers of 
God and Religion, and Profaners of all 
that is Sacred, be totally gjefted ; and 
a Bar fer at the Church Doors, to pro- 
hibit every ſuch Perſon from taking 
the Name of the Holy God, or his 
Religion in their Mouths, under any 
ſuch Character. 
| And that this ſeems to fall under 
the Magiſtrates Obſervatian and Cor- 
rection, as well as Cure, 1s not hard 
to prove : For, if God will xot hald him 
guiltleſs that takes his Name in vain ; 
ought not the Magiftrate, who is God's 
Miniſter of Juſtice, look to it, that 
none paſs his Stamp of Approbati- 
on, that are ſo abſalutely Excepted 
againſt in the Declared Law of him, 
tho Magiſtrate Repreſents ! 11 
For 
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Far if God ſaith, I will zot hold hin 
Guiltlefs that taketh my Name in vain : 
And the Magiſtrate faith otherwile ; 
what account can he give of his Truſt 
and Stewardſhip ? —— And if he 
that is an Immoral Eccletiaſtick, don't 
take the Name of God in vain, in the 
worlt ſenſe, pray what is the Sin and 
Guilt? Indeed there is one caſe in 
which it is not in vain, and that is 
the ſame with the common Beggars, 
(viz.) To get Money, whofe Prayers 
and Bleſſings are the ſame Minute 
turn'd into Curſes, and their Light 
into Profound Darkneſs, it no Oil ap- 
pears to continue the Lamp. 

But to proceed, if Men of Immoral 
Converſations ſhall be admitted ( or 
connived at) by the Magiltrate, to be 
Paſtors over the People, to feed them 
with Holy Food, *tis certain, that in a 
little time, Religion will be wholly 
loft; and the People ſtarved, inſtead 
of being fed; and deſtroyed, inſtead 
of being ſaved; for how is it poſſ- 
ble for him to feed a Flock that ne- 
ver had ought to feed them withal ? 

And 
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And that the Immoraliſt hath nothin 
to feed them withal, that 1s good, 1s 
evident; ſince himſelf to all goodneſs 
is a Reprobate. 

Again, no Man can lead another far- 
ther than he goes himſelf; but how 
far the Immoralift is gone 1n the Way 
of God, is not to be diſputed. Again, 
the Blind are fs to be leaders to 
none; and none but thote that are /o 
with a witneſs can eſteem them fit for 
it : But if ſuch will follow them, our 
Saviour tells us where the end of their 
Journey will be. But who is a Blinder 
Creature than the Immoraliſt ? How- 
ever none but the reverſe to him can 
ſee God. | 

Therefore they that would go to 
God mult have better Leaders, or elfe 
they can never come to him. 

The Second is Ambition, it is a Pal- 
lion that, like Pharaoh's lean Kine, de- 
vours all that comes 1a the way of it, 
and 1s neverthelels as hungry and ill- 
tavoured at laſt as at firſt : That King- 
dom or Common-Wealth that is in- 
tected with fore of this fort of _ 

"all 
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ſhall never be at reſt long, unleſs they 
have the liberty to Gore thoſe them- 
ſelves have voted Heterodox, and to 
furniſh them with Tools to do it, Can 
Privilegio, Nothing like Interweaving 
chambives with the State : So that 
the Civil Magiſtrate ſhall be made be- 
lieve, *ris his Duty and Intereſt always, 
either to confer more Honours and Pro- 
fits on them, or elſe to ſuppreſs their 
more vertuous Neighbours, under the 
Notion of their being Hereticks ; which 
is not the leaſt Prejudice to Religion in 
general, as well as it is not ſeldom the 
like to the State; ſince the common 
People are more inclinable to favour 
and unite with the Sufferer, than joyn 
with the Perſecutor, Suffering ( general- 
ly ſpeaking) rather making Profelytes, 
than anſwering the end of the Perſecu- 
ror ; eſpecially where the Sufferer has 
the anſwer of a better Conſcience than 
the Perſecutor, which not ſeldom is the 
privilege of Difſent. But if Vertuous 
Living under a Diſſent from a National 
Church Licurgy be interpreted Irreli- 
gious, and renders the Profeſſors Ob. 
NOXIOUS 


L241]. 

noxions to the Laws, whilſt Tmmora- 
lity goes unpuniſhed : How 1s 1t poſ- 
ſible that the Intereft of Religion can 
be advanced, ſince the Sufferings that 
attend a vertuous Man is greater than 
what falls upon the Irteltgious and Pro- 
fane? Which ſhews, that whatever 
Pretences are made for Religion, the 
PraCtice is unreaſonable ; and therefore 
is no longer held for Truth than whilft 
the Rod obligeth the Pearful and 
Cowardly to ſay Amen, contrary to 
the Perſwaſion of their own Minds. 

But three things are the defign of 
the Ambitious Clergy- Men ( wiz.) 
Wealth, Honour and Power ; all which 
renders Religion the 'more doubtful 
and unreaſonable : Since neither was 
the mark that the 'beft Example that 
ever was'in the World ain'd at, but this 
Dectrine and Pra@tice the reverſe to 
it all. And that 'they can be his Fol- 
lowers and Diſciples, and thus appa- 
rently contradi&t both his DoQrine and 
PraCtice, is unreafonable to believe. 


| * And therefore that 'Churdh that will 


indulge Ambition in her Cheroy, is as 
4&4 remote 
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remote from the Baſis of true Reli- 
gion, as ſhe that Connives at Im- 
morality; and both, the reaſonable 
part of Mankind muſt conclude to be 
a great way off from Truth, and con- 
ſequently Irreligious and Unreaſonable. 
Nor can it be thought reaſonable, that 
ever the Civil Magiſtrate ſhould be 
able to allay thoſe evil Spirits, that 
ſuch Ambitious Men are able to raiſe 
from the contrary Winds of Doctrin 

that will inevitably blow in a Nationa 
Church, which will make more work 
for the Magiſtrate to reconcile, than he 
is capable of performing, as many In- 


ances might be brought for Proof. 


Beſides, till they all ſpeak one and the 
fame thing at home, *tis unreafonable 
to think, that Diſſenters ſhould return 
to that Church which is not in Unity 
with it {elt. 

But again, an Ambitious Clergy can- 
not bear contradiftion : And therefore 
when what they have ſtamp'd with 
the Seal of Orthodox meets with a 
Non-reception, the Sword of the Ma- 
giſtrate muſt be imployed wo force its 

entrance ; 
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entrance; which is ſo much the more 1 
Irreligious, for that it is ſo unreaſon- ' 
able. 

Since *tis reaſonable Arguments, and 
not Blows, that muſt Convince the Un- 
derſtanding ; and till' the Clergy can 
furniſh themſelves therewith, they are 
never like to be free from Diſſenters. 

But if their Ambition will: admit of 
no Competitor ( as moſt certain it wall 
not ) nothing but Perſecution can fol- 
low their Venemous DoQrine, where 
the Magiſtrate is become more a Party: 
than the common Father of the People. 
Which, that he may nor, 1s the hum- 
ble Requeſt of all his Diſſeniting Chik 
dren; that though he hath an Eldeſt 
Son, he may not, to Gratihe his Ambi- 
tion, deſtroy the reſt from enjoying 
their Natural Birth-right. In ſhort, 
to make an Image, and then by the 
help of the Civil Magiſtrate, oblige eve- 
ry body to fall down and Worſhip, 
upon pain of Corporal and Pecuniar 
Puniſhment, is what hath produced ſo 
much Irreligion, &c. in the World, and 


fruſtrated the deſign of Religion in ' 
general, 
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Ye 4 general, as well as been a Stumbling 
; Block 1n the way of thoſe Seekers that 


N- 


& * 
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would extreamly rejoyce to find the 
way that leads to Everlaſting Blefſed- 
neſs, (obſcured by the Duſt the Im- 
moral and Ambitious Clergy haye rai- 
ſed ) which tho? they, viz. the com> 
mon People, know but little; yet 
know ſo much, that Immorality and 
Ambition is never the way to it: 


Theſe taps being premiſed, the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations are Candzaly oo 
the 


fered to the Serious Thoughts of 


Impartial, for Cure of our preſent 
Maladies, that the juſt and reaſonable 
deſign of Religion may be anſwered, 
that God may be glorified, our Con- 
ſciences exſed, and Souls ſaved : That 
the Government may be freed from 
unneceſſary Trouble, and the People 


enjoy perfet Tranquility. 
_ Firſt, That it's not Opinion, but Ho- 


 linefs is the deſign of Religion. 


B $ rcondly: 
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Secondly, That the Principles that 
frad to it are few, reaſonable and plain. 


Thirdly, That making of 'Creeds, not 
to be found in Holy Scripture, is «t beſt 
but Imaginary, and therefore not to be 
bowed uato. "4, 


Fourchl, That Liberty of Conkci- © 
ence is every Man's Birth-right, and _ 
that it cannot be invaded, without vio- ,. 
lating the Laws of theLaad. _ 

Fiſthh, That Morality may be en- 5, 
couraged, lince it is ſo grear a part of 
Religion, that without it none can be ,, 
Religious. is 

1/. That it is ot Opinion, but Ho- ky 
lineſs is the deſign of Religion. " 

| Ir was the Condition of the great 4 
Charter, granted to him that was the 5g 
Patriarch of the Church, before the x 
Law, on Tables of Stone, was given to o 
his numerous Poſterity ( ſee Ger, 15. 1. þ 
compare with Gez, 17. 1.) Walk \ 


befoze 
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© pvofore me, and be thou-Berfect, +. 


: 
. 


No written Law now, conſequently 
no Creeds ; yet the Law written in' the 
Heart was Abraham's Rule, by which 
he was to walk before God to Per- 


feCtion. 
Apain, If without Ho- 


” lineſs no Man can ſee God, Heb. 12.14. 
without Holineſs no Man 
can walk with him : But the firſt is 
_ true, therefore the laſt. For want of 


it the old'World was deſtroyed ; be- 
cauſe of it (and not untelligible CreedsY 


, Noah was ſaved, Gen. 6, g. 


The Tenor of the Covenant in Ho- 
reb centered in it (wv/z.) to Implant 
Love and Feay in the People to God- 
ward, that thereby they might be - 
kept from Sin, (Exod. 20. 20. compare 
with Deut. 30.) but what that Dif- 
penſation: began the Goſpel finiſheth; 
what that pointed out in Types and 
Shadows, the Goſpel Subſtantially and 
Radically compleateth : Which is to 
give Power to do, as well as Light to 
know, what the good and acceptable 
Will of God is: Since on the kows 

B 2 A 
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and doing thereof our preſent and fu 
ture Happineſs depends ; and this is 
as it muſt be the only deſign of true 
Religion. | 
| Again, Let us conſider what the In- 
ſtitutor of the Chriſtian Religion faith 
hereupon ( Mat. 7. 21.) 1 is not eve- 
ry one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, bat he that 
doth the Will of my Father, that ſhall 
enter the Kingdom of Fleaven : From 
which we are to take notice, 
I, That acknowledgments to un- 
queſtionable Truths ( fuch as calling 
him Lord, that is the unqueltionable 
Lord and God, and praying to him as 
the only Lord and Saviour ) doth not 
entitle Men to the Kingdom. 

2. But doing the Will of God, is, 
not only prefer'd to the acknowledg- 
ment of him as Lord, but made the 
only Condition, upon which admittance 
into the Kingdom is granted. And in 
the next verte he adds, For many ( faith 
he) wir ſay to me, have we not Prophe- 
fied in thy Name, and caſt; out Devils, 
ana done mighty. Works ( Perhaps Built 
Churches, Hoſpitals, -&'c ) in thy 


Name, 
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fl UW Name, 8c. All which was not done 


IS 1s by Iafidels, but by them whoſe Judg- 
true ments and underſtandings (as well as 


> In: 
aith 
CUPe 


Opinions) were ſtrong concerning-the 
verity of his Authority ; yet tor al this 
Knowledge and Profeſſion, and at ſome 
times Enjoyment, Depart from me, &c. 


that was the Sentence, grounded upon their 
ball evil works; for tho? they knew much, 


and profeſſed. much, and enjoyed much 
too, yet they were unholy ; hearers, and 


* not doers; knowers of his Will, but do- 


ers of their-own; and therefore ſhut 
out of the Kingdom. 


Thus much-from Chriſt himſelf, in 
Vindication of the Firſt Propoſition : 
Next, let us hear what Hz Apoſtle 
(a$'well as the Gentiles ). faith to the 
matter in hand, ſee 1 Cor, 13. where 
he tells of - Gifts, as Ptopheſies, 
Tongues, Kow/edye of all Myſteries, 
Hoſpitality towards the Poor, and faith 
to- Remove WBountains ; 724, to /ay 
down Life for Opinions ſake ;, yet all this 
(he faith) wirhour Charity ( or Divine 
Love ) zs but a» empty Sound, &c. I 
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ny. Authority is fo far. Unqueſti- 
Proof.-for my Aſfertian, (viz.) That 'tis 
»ot Opinion, but Holineſs wasand is the 
deſign of Religion; for without it, Re- 
ligion is no more than a Body without 
Breath or Spirit, which will {oonPutri- 
fie, to the 'anoyance of all that are 
near it. 

Now if Holineſs of Life was. the 
univerſal Creed of all the Chriſtian 
World, and the Hearts and Heads of 
bow "mere as onch ſee. u a 
thinking how they might PraGtiſe 4x 
as GO ies a. Heads are full of 
Matters of far leſs Moment (I will 
not ſay what, though all the Preſſes 
in Earope has been filled with it,, as 
well as many Goals crowded, Goods 
{poilked, and Lives loſt about it) it 
would be a happy day for us. 

But that T may be plainly under- 
ftood, I add, that by Holineſs I mean 
ſuch a Strict, Aweful and Circumſpe& 
Life, as with Deteſtation and Abhor- 
rence, ſhuns thoſe Paths that leads to 
the Breach of Negative Precepts, as 
well 
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well as with fervency of Spirit, ſuita- 
ble to the Nobility of the cauſe, is 
Studious. to approve it felt in the Per- 
formance of what is enjoyed to be dore, 
by the fame Authority ; the other, as 
above, is forbidden; and in ſhort is no 
other than' a Life conformed 'to the 
Will of God. 

And that this is the great Defign of 
Religion, is reaſonable to believe, both 
from Reaſon it ſelf, Scripture and Di- 
vine Inſpiration ; and he that fo lives 
deferves the Proteftion of all Civil, 
Governments, . being the beſt of Sab- 
jets; for he never gives the Magiftrate 
trouble : Since he that bears the Sword, 
is, for 4 Praiſe to them that do well, and 
is only a Terror to Evil Doers, which 
ſuch a Man is not. From what hath 
hitherto been ſaid, theſe Conſiderations 
will naturally follow. 


Firſt, That he that made us Holy 
and Good at firſt, and put us in a Ca- 
pacity fo to continue, and ſent his Son 
to. break our Bonds by his Death, de- 
fires that 'out of our Laps'd State we 

B 4 may 
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may: be Reftored, to Live in. a perfe&t 
Union and Fellowſhip with him again, 
to all Eternity, -Ezek. 18. 32. and 33. 
11. Rom. 5.18, 19. 17m. 1-15. and 
2+ 33435, 6. Titas 2.14. 1 Joln 3.7. 


.. Secondly, Nevertheleſs, without do- 
ing his Will, *tis impoſſible to in- 
Joy, that Union and Peace, &c. Mat. 7. 
21,22. ; 


zV W *12#5 130115 | 

| Thirdly, That his Will is our San&i- 
hication' or Holineſs, Lake x. 74, 75. 
1 Theſſ.,3. 13..and 4. 3.. Rom. 6. 19, 
22.,:2 Cor. 7. T1. oſt- 


Fourthlj, That he which hath or- 
dained the End, hath alſo provided the. 
meats,” Dear./118. 15. Ezek. 18. 32. 


1-1 im. I: 15. b has þ 


Fifthly, That that meavs is Prima- 
ly! the Second "Adam, or' Lord. from 
Heaven, by : whom: the univerſal Gift 
of. Grace is beſtowed on all Men ; pre- 
judiced-by the Fall of the Firſt Adam, 
Secondarily” by the Holy. Scripture, 

and 
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and a Spiritual Miniſtry, &c, Rom. 5. 
18,19. Tit. 2. 11. Epheſ. 4. 11, 12. 


Sixthly and Laſtly, This Gift fo uni- 
verſally given, is Grace for Grace, Light: 
for Light, Spirit for Spirit, to Spirit or 
Quicken us to Holineſs, and is as much 
the Common Privilege of all Men, as 
all Men were damaged by Adan?s Pall. 
(Lake 2. 27,28, 29, 30, 31,32. John 1. 
9, 16, 1 Cor. 12.7.) And, it fo there is 
no Reaſon for the Charch of Rome, or 
any other Charch, to impoſe. Articles 
of Faith on others, - or Monopolize, 
Religion or Truth to themſelves; fince 
he that Lives conformable to this Gift; 
is a Member of that Church that Jeſus 
Chriſt is Head of : And he that hath 
Faith herein, hath the Trae Faith men- 
tioned in the 1oth of the Hebrews ; and 
is that Faith delivered to the Saints, 
for which they are to - contend-'(but: 
not Fight nor Perſecute, ſince the way” 
of their contending for it was by Ar- 
gument and Suffering, and not Perſecu- 
tion ) according as the Apoſtle faith, 
Gal. 5.14. The fulfiling of the whole Law, 


is 
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is im Loving our Neighbour as our 
ſelves, And verſ. 6. ſaith, Circumciſion 
nor Uncircamciſion availeth nothing, but 
Faith that worketh by Love : But Creed 
making Works not by Love, but Strife 

and Envy, and is almoſt always follow- 
ed by Perſecution ; therefore not of the 
. true: Faith, (tho? made up of never fo 
true words) bur is a Fruit of the 
Fleſh, (verſ.. 19, 20, 21.) 4»d ſuch Per - 
fecute thoſe Born of the Spirit, Gal. 4. 
29. In ſhort, that Faith which works 
by Love, is the Immediate Gift of 
God, that enables Man- wholly to 
eruſt or depend ( without: any manner 
of doubt, with reſpe&t to his Body as - 
well as Soul) on the Inviſible God ; 
but ſuch an intire Truſt and Depend- t 
ing cannot be where Purity of Heart : 
iS not: And a Thouſand Articles of | 
Faith will: not make one Heart clean, 
it being made /o only by that Spirit or 1 
Gift aboveſaid : So that he which hath T1 
the true Faith is not without the true t 
Love, ( for they are inſeparable) which 
worketh (like Leaven ) every Man: 
into Humulity, Patience, and all other 0 
Vertues ; 


& HS 

or Vertues; -and againſt ſuch there is no 
x» lIegal Law : But to bring forth contra» 
2 ry Fruit {ſuch as Immorality; Ambi- 
d tion, Envy, Wrath, Perſecution, &c. ) 
fe As it is no part of the Chriſtian Re- 
y- ligion, fo it is very unreaſonable to 
10 number any ſuch among the Religi- 
ſo ous. "Thus, I hope, I have made it 
plainly appear, That *tis not Opinion, 
y - but Ho/ineſs that anſwers the deſign of 
he Religion, 


of 244, That the Principles which 
to leads to Holineſs are few, plain and 
er reaſonable; and conſequently all that 
as are not fo (or from Wy 
1 ; Authority, ſuch as is the Holy Scrip- 
d- ture) may be rejetted without cen- 
rt {ure: Since what is not of Faith (in 
of Point of Principles and DoQtrine) is 
n, Sin; and fince we are warned not to 
or ſuffer Sin to lie on a Brother ( nweh 
th more are we forbid to force him 1n- 
ue Oo it,) 

ch But to proceed, that there is a S«- 
an: freme Being from which we derive 
er rs, and by which we are upheld 
<F and 
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and prote&ted, is undeniable; that we 
are under ſtrong Obligations, both of 
Gratitude, Duty and Intereſt, to pay 
Worſhip, Obedience, &c. To this Su- 
preme Authority, is likewiſe unqueſti- 
onable ; that a defe& in Performance 
hereof. renders us Culpable; and that 
2 Violation of his Laws is of that Pro- 
voking Nature, that Juſtice cannot re- 
mit; this we plainly ſaw verified in 
the Perſons of our firſt Parents, who 
were not only defeQive in their poſi- 
tive Duty, but precipitated themſelves 
into a Violation of that Negative Com- 
mand their God gave them; which 
Tranſgreſſion coſt them Dear ( viz, 
Loſs of Paradice ) as the juſt Recoms» 
pence of their Diſobedience ; Never» 
theleſs when Juſtice had thus puniſh- 
ed for.Sin, Mercy was ready to com- 
miſerate ; when: Juſtice had wounded, - 
Mercy was for healing : Thus he that 
was Infinite in Juſtice, was as Infinite in 
Mercy, by promiſing and giving that- 
Seed, which ſhould: bruiſe che Head of 
him that had broken off poor Man 
from the true Root and Foundation 


of 


th. od 
= 


nw ww rr Q@ w of 


[29] 
of his Happineſs ; and by the Opera- 
tion thereof was he reſtored, made 
whole, and united to his Sovereign 
Lord again. 


And this Seed Solomon calls Wiſdom, 
through which (faith he) Mex were 
Javed, and Adam reſtored out of bis 
Fall, Wiſd. 10. 1. This Wiſdom or 
Seed was no ſooner promiſed, but gave, 
Inwardly and Spiritually ( th not 
outwardly till the fullneſs of ' time, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was born of the Vir- 
gin) and hereof all good Men, through 
every Generation, partook, and were 
made /o by the Power and Yertue 
thereof : But when the anrightedus went 
away from her (and would not be £0- 
vern'd thereby ) in his anger he po 
ed, wherewith, he murthered his Brother, 
verſ. 3, Here was and is the Original 
of all Perſecution about Religion ever 
ſince : For by going from her, Men 
lote that Allegiance and Duty that is 
incumbent on them, by which they 
firſt make themſelves Enemies to God ; 


ſecondly to Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom all 
| Power 
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Power in Heaven and Earth is com 


miphe” ſubje&t rhem to himſelf in 
Righteoutnets, Holineſs and Truth: 
And Laſtly, by cheir Pride and Ambi- 
tion, Fnemies to one another, 

And this is likewiſe the true Reafon 
there are ſo many Lo-heres and Lo-theres 
in the World, and fo much Irreligion, 
Unreafonableneſs, Immorality and Hypo- 
erifie, as there is. Nor can we rea- 
ſonably expeCt it otherwiſe, till Men 
come to that Principle in- themſelves, 
that will ſubjeft them to their Maker 
and Redeemer. And then, as a Na» 
tera] Conſequence, will there be true 
Love and Peace one towards ano- 
ther. 

Now, as was faid in the ——_— 
of this Diſcourſe, we are not left with- 
out a Witneſs (viz. ) We are not lefr 
to our ſelves, nor without ſome ſenſe 
of a God, nor of the Obligations we 
are under to him, according to ny 
Writ; compare Mal. 3. 5. with A#s 
14. 17. And this Witneſs will be faith- 
ful to us, as well to Teſtifie againſt, 

as 


mitted, that -he by his Authority (& 
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Jas for us, according to our Deeds, &c. 
, A calPd the Faithful and Trac 
q Witmeſs, Accuſing or Excufing us, Row. | 
» '2. 15. Rev. 1. 5. This is the Law 
. (written -: Finger of God in the 
Heart of Man. 
, | This 5 the Divine Logos, that ſpeaks 
, to and mn the Soul, in which is hid 
all the Treaſures of Wildom and 
' Knowledge ; It is the true Light that 
| ohtneth every Man that cometh into 
the World : It is the Infpeaking Voice 
that ſaith, This is the Wu, walk tn it, 
Iſaiah. — Tt is to the World of Sowls 
as the Sun in the Firmament 1s to 
Bodies, gives Laght, and cauſeth Pro» 
duction. | 
It is the Inward and Spiritual Ap. 
pearance of the promiſed Seed, that 
Bruiſeth the Head of the Serpent, within 
us, as it did outwardly in that Blefſed 
Perſon ( viz. ) Jeſus Chriff, when he 
Triumphed over him in our Natures; 
for in him the Fulneſs was, but in us 
by Meaſure, every one according to 


the good Pleaſure of God. 


Finally 
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Finally, __ that ry rm 
Puinciple (tho? expreſs'd, atter many, | 
and rem: Names) of Light and. 
Life, which Impowers that Soul tha! 
receives it in perfect Love for it. 
Guide and Monitor, To Fulfil God's 
Holy will, which is our Holineſs: 
And as he that refiſts it, incurs Dam 
nation; ſo he that Conforms to het 
Divine Inftruftion, will : not fail ol 
obtaining an Aſſurance of that Incor- 
ruptible Crown of Blefſedneſs, which 
God the RighteousJudge freely beſtows 
on every {uch- Believing and Subjeq 
Soul, 2 Tim. 4. 8. 

K, this time, I hope I have made 
good my Second Affertion, ( v#z. } 
That the Principles that leads to Holi- 
weſs are mot many, nor perplexing thi 
Brains or Underſtanding, but plain and 
familiar, and anſwers the reaſonable part 
of Mankind : Since in it 1s nothing 
above the Reach of Right Reaſon to 
comprehend, as in it is nothing. below 
what is Eſſential to our Peace and Hap: 
pineſs here, and Blefſedneſs: hereafter: -- 


a 


34ly; | 
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18 -'-3d4. Since then it plainly appears, 
NY; the-:Relig:on of God's —_— is not 
anc ſuch a Myfterium Magnum, as by ſome 
ha! Perſons it hath been Repreſented, for 
It what 'Reaſon I will not fay, (though 
D's *tis not -hardto gueſs: ) I ſay, fince 
(S' Religion: has' fo muctr Reaſon in- it, 
m and carries fuch ckar Demonſtration 
net with it; the making ſo many Tedi- 
ol ous Unintelligible, as. well as Unrea- 
or- ſonable Articles of Faith, with this 
ch Anztbems-at''the Tail of them, (viz. 
ws Without which *tis impoſſible for « Man to 
0} be, ſaved, has becn a vaſt Prejudice to the 

; credit ; of Religion in general ; tho? ir 
de hath gratified a Party, whoſe Conſcien- 
. ) ces are ſtretch'd ſo wide, that nothing 
li= that has. the appearance of Profit or 
» Honour will make them Keck: Yet 
2d at-theſame time, the Man of Religion 
rt Indeed, who makes Conſcience both: 
1 of his Words and Works, chooſeth 
to rather to--Suffer both Reproach and 
w Perſecution, than Subſcribe to what 
p- he cannot underſtand. 


C I can- 
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cannot. fonhear thinking, that moſt | 
1018s People Know, there are many 
malig of Diynity which are, moſt cer=. 
rainly- Believes; yet pathaps are rare! |. 
-expreſt ; Andb that Beligves then hem 
has © "the mrs, oye benefit :of his- 
Own. Faith; - b - it 6 © 
ought -nbt © therefore 


himſelf, whi 2 
to''be impoſed on.ahnotheriz fince: alt , 


Truttis, profitable for' 'ys. 10: know; ? 
2163 not ſeen at; once: Nor are all © i 
Men ——_ capable of. underftanding 7 


f 


* ekdea the | common Prejudice of } 
Education ſhould - be: conſidered: And 

therefore 'ro difmember Perſons from: © 
the Churcli, purely for Brvors they” -] 
caurat help, is very hard : But to Un- 
chriſtian them, becauſe they cannot 
Subſcribe what they do mot © know, nor 
are able to comprehend, ' and which F 
their Adverſaries have ont) ConjeQures' | 
about, is {0 Barbarous, Irreligious and ;, 
Unreaſonable, that words are'too ſhort , 
tO fet 1t forth. K 


But 
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- -*But in niy Opinion, nothing cari be 
Þl cooro redree ce t29d moore 10 the 
 Profnotion'of Religion in general, than 
: fof' al Parties in Conjunttion with 
y the Civil Magiſtrate, to make that 
n the Creed of - all Perſwaſions, which 
« all - Perfwaſions agree 1s Sacred, and 
! of Divine Authority ; to wit, the Ho: 
\ Iy Striptuves:' And where any Differ- 

ence {hall arife about the Interpretation 


tl 
F'riereof, "ho" Civit Authority ſhould 
> Interpoſe, to 'Oblige all'Parties to Unite 
f in Intereſt (viz.) the Peace and Pro- 
/perity of the'Nation ; if he could not 
1/4 boÞ 
 Oblige their» to Vnite' in Charity, 
! the Chriſtian and Religious Botrom. 
"The Firft, the Magiftrate hath Pow- 
er to command : The Latter, if we are 
true Chriſtians, cannot be demied. 
But where either Party which 4s 
_ uppermoſt ( for the Wheel goes round) 
{hall exerciſe their Power, fr/* to ex- 
alt themſelves in Honour and Wealrh 
' upon the Credir of Religion ; anil-/- 
conaly, abuſe that Power ' ro make 
'Fraps for their Neighbours, by cram- 
SL ming 


l 
- 
; 
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mig Creeds down their - Throats, 


which cannot be underſtood by them, 


and ' which the others have no Au- 


thority from Holy Scripture to im- 
poſe : Moſt certain it is; As it is to! 


turn Perſecutors for Religion, when 
Religion it ſelf forbids it, and is1n it elf 
both Unreaſonable and Irreligious; ſo 


itis of that Proyoking Nature, that wijl 
inevitably draw down God's Righte-- 
ous Judgments, to the Deſolation of 
that Kingdom, or Common-Wealth,' 


where 'fuch Methods are taken, and 
finally prove. the overthrow of that 
Church which promotes ſuch a Work. 
But without looking for a Stroke from 
the Hand of Heaven, *tis no good 
Policy ; ſince tis the firſt Foundation 
ro Schitm. 

For had not the Church of Rome 
;mpoled more than ſhe had Authori- 
ty from Holy Scripture for; the Pro- 
teſtants could have had no reaſonable 


Colour for their Revolt ; but the firſt. 


4 


:5 true, and fo 1s the laſt. 


Again, 
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Again, had the Charch of Erg/azd 
impoſed no more than the Holy Scrip- 
ture had warranted Her in Matters of 
Faith ; nor any Diſcipline, but what 
-might reaſonably be Colleted from 
them: Nor any other Prattices by her 
Clergy than what was Honeſt, Juſt, 
and of Good' Report, as becomes Mi- 

*niſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; the Difſen 
ters Separation had been a Ridiculous 
F, Thing. Whereas it appears now to 
,.. be ſo Grounded, that the Strength of 
3. the Church is not able to Convince nor 
- Contute them. 
- | In ſhort, 4f the 39 Articles were 
n _ not half ſo many as they are, and 
4 More clear than ſome of them appear 
q'to be. And if the Creed, commonly 
called Athanaſirss, were reduced to that 
;» {Of the Apoſt/e*s, or Nicene-Creed; which 
j. 'as they are leſs Perplexing, fo they are 
2. {as Subſtantial, and would engage more 
le {£0 unite 1n the Truth thereof, who are 
AF now" too often rather Stumbled, than 
{Excited to be Religious : It would tend 
{more to Peace, if not Unity. 
C3 Again, 
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Again, if the Presbyteriuns Aſſembh 
of Divinity had .not made; fuch ahor- 
rid Blunder, -4n 'their Weftapin/ter Con. 
 felſion of Faith, as they did, .by Aſſert.. 
ing ſuch and ſuch Principles for-Or- 
thodox, with - pretended , Authority; 
from Holy ' Scrypture, which, upon. 
Examination, nq.more ahn{wered they. 
deſign, than the firft of Job proves the 
Divinity of Chriſt ; they. might at that 
time have enlarged their: Dominion; 
and, like the Jews, made Proſelytes- x. 
the Covenant in abundance : But when 
People ſee, firſt, an Arbitrary Power ty, 
impoſe; and, ſecondly, ſo much weakst 
neſs in their-Proofs, no marvel if they: 
were. left alſo, as they left others. 

Nor had the Synod of Dort any betteyc 
{uccels, eſpecially in Ho/{azd, where the 
Remedy prov'd worſe than the Diſcaſe.t 
Nor was Ergland tree from the dire Ef 
teas thereof: But as IV, P's Addreſs tel 
Proteſtants, pag. 62, and 63. : faithof 
The mourotulleſt part of that. Hizb 
ſtory is the ill. Uſage the Biſhop - @S 
[::4aff and others had, who wema 

T4 acknow 
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bh acknowledged | to 'he ſound in the 
from of :t ſe Times, ( #72. th Cat- 
on, weneſt.) yet, if at. any;time aþ- 
rt. peafed Moderate EY = 
2x- Gentle: 1n theur Words; : deſiring ra- 
#9; ther an Accommodation: with the Re- 
"01. 9wprſtrator.s, than to, encreaſe 'the Dif- 
eu ference to the:Prejudice: of Religion mn 
the general ;-; Gomares ahd- his Followers, 
bal not. obſerving.the Rules of Debate in 
on;ſo grave an Aſſembly, fell foul of: the 
- 6; Biſhop, &c. \Reproaching their [Ten- 
hen derneſs, and -in{inuating the Charge of 
- ty, Treachery, Ste, againſt thoſe mote,Ver- 
ak,tuous, but leſs Bitter: and Stingy Pet- 
hex ſons than thetnſelves. - - ” 

-F But without Raking .in the Ruins 
tte,of time, *cis evident, that the. ſeveral 
the Councils, Convocations, - $ynods, | Fr. 
aſe. that have been «called to {ertle- Articles 
Egof. Faith, have rarely aygided: Exergi- 
3-toling ſuch -a Dogmatical Power, 10.the 
thaſtraining .the Principles of Religian, 
Hibeyond,. not only the. Line of Holy 
- aScripture, but the. Staple of ,Regilgn 
7emand-common Senſe: And thereforedo 
_ C 4 wonder 
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wonder if 'the World be filled with 
Schiſms. In. days of old, the Ancient 
Land-Marks were not to- be' removed 
without a ſevere Penalty ; and moſt cer 
tain it is, neither wider-nor 'ſtreighte 
muſt we fet them, than the Holy Mei 
of old did, unleſs by the ſame Authe 
rity they had : And how that was, th 
Holy Scripture plainly demonſtrates. 
And until That be our general Cree 
without far-fetch'd Conſequences, w: 
cannot reaſonably expe& to be fre 
from the trouble that attends, wha 
is called, Schiſm; and where that « 
Perſecution commonly follows ; fo 
Non-conformity, though it be but t 
an Image, and not .the true God : Ani 
what a Prejudice that is to the Stare 
to betorn in pieces by FaCtions, wo 
ful 'Experience hath taught us. Thi: 
with the Immorality and Ambition « 
the Clergy in King James the Firſt 
Time, laid the Foundation for th 
Ruin of his Son, and with him Thre 
= doms; according to -F.'0. in hi 
ervations'on K. J's Reign: © Ov 
EF. "I 
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« Divines ( faith he) for the generali- 
«* ty, did Sacrifice more to Bacchus than 


* Minerva. 


« Again, nor did the notorious De- 
« bauchery of the Epiſcopal Clergy add 
« alittle to the Rent, ( made by thoſe 
« called Puritans.) | 

« Nor did the ſudden Tranſlations 
« of Bifhops, from leſs to greater 
* Fees, give time to viſit ſufficiently 
« their reſpeAive Charges; being 
«* more intent upon the Receipt of 
« ſuch Taxes, as a long abuſed Cuſtom 


.< had Eftated them in, than upon 


« Reformation : For from the Pul- 
« pit came all our future: Miſeries; 
« God not being ſerved there as he 
« ought, &c. 

I rake the- more notice of this, be- 
cauſe himſelf was no favourer of Par:- 
taniſm, but of the other fide. 

For the Security therefore of the Go- 
vernment, - Eaſe of the Magiſtrate, and 
Peace of the People, Creeds not to be 
tound in Holy Scripturegand an Ambiri- 
ous!and Immoaral Clergy, by the common 

Y oice 
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Yaice of Mankind, ſhould be totall 


Rejefted. I-17 
Which leads me to my Fourth Pro- 


poſition (viz.) That Liberty of Conſcience 
# every Man's Birth-right, 


4thly, By Liberty of Conſcience, -is 
-not+ thearit a Liberty to Licentioul- 
nels ;-: for no.' Man - that is Compos 
\ Mentis, will pretend Matter of Con- 
ſcience ;to contimit Wickednels, But 
by Liberty of Coaſcieace, I: mean, for 
evdry Man (to go to what place he 
pleaſe to worſhip God, .ia that way he 
is perſuaded. is tho:Right Way, and to 
hear that Preacher that he likes: beſt. 
As. for Inftance,.I cannot ſee ary Pre- 
judice to the State to Indulge the Fews 
in the Exerciſe: of - their Religion ; 
which, of all Perſwaſions, has the leaſt 
Reaſon to deſite or expect it ; yet, 
we find owr Superiours have thought 
fit-to indulge het already, as well as 
other States da7; for they. rarely ſuffer 
for their Religion; Perhaps tis becauſe 
the Bleſhnig thar aca Sutterers is 
none 
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none of their Portion. However, "If 
they Sin againſt their own Knowledge 


( but we cannot fay:.:they: do )-th 

will ſuffer fot it, Ce Hand he, 
knows their Hearts: But if they know 
no better, *tis unreaſonable to: Puniſh 
Men for what they cannor help. 
Therefore their Synagogues, provided 
they do nothing againft the State, can 
be no Prejudice to the Governmerr. 
Nor can | the Worſhipping Images, 


Praying to Satats, Auricular Confeſhon, 


Pilgrimages, &s. hurt the State ; pro- 
vided thoſe 'that have the vanity to 
think ſuch things their Dury,” may 
appear Publickly to perform 1t. Bur 
if they are deprived thereof, no oppor- 
tunity will be neglected to get that 
by ftealth; the Omifſion of which 


they firmly believe cannot be forgiven 


them: And when ſuch Perſons - get 
together in that manner, they are not 


only Incouraged to continue #44t Pra« 


Rice, but are Warmed with a: Belief, 
that theſe: Rugged Paths are the only 
Way to Glory-; and therefore 1n time 

will 
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will be fo inured to it, that they will 
bid Defiance even to Death it ſelf; 
which nor ſeldom is the moſt effeQtual 
Way to increaſe, and not ſuppreſs any 
FaCtion. 

Add to this the Deſperateneſs of 
thoſe who are made /o; firſt, upon 
the Score of their Suffering for Re- 
ligion ; but now turn'd to Conſpire the 
Deſtruction of that Power, by which 
they are oppreſt. Here it is Plots are 
laid, the deſign of which 1s to render 
Vengeance on thoſe that have not fre- 
membered Mercy, and to eaſe them- 
felves from Suffering. But let Men 
have Eaſe, and they will not Plot the 
deſtruction of that Power that they 
owe their Eaſe and Safety to. But 
where they, or any other, ſhall abuſe 
this Liberty, ( which is their Right 
peaceably to enjoy) to the Prejudice 
of another in Perſon or Eſtate, the Ma- 
giltrate, as the common Father of the 
People, hath Power to Interpoſe, and 
give that Correction to the delinquent, 
as IS his juſt Demerit ; To which every 

X Party, 
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Party, except the Guilty, will' ay 
Amen 

That\_ the Epiſcopalian ſhould be 
 Perſecuted; becauſe the firſt Reform 
from Popery was to Presbitery, is ſo 
unreaſonable,-that nothing of Religion 
is to be ſeen in it, _ you - wall 
call a Mad Firy Zeal Religion. The 
Diſmal and Tragical Story we have: 
upon Record, of the Madneſs of that 
People, ſince the laſt Revolution in. 
Scotland, as well as in- the unhappy 
Civil Wars at home in England, are 
ſo many, -and ſo black, that it be- 
comes highly neceſſary, that the Eps/- 
copalian, who is now the National 
Church in Exg/and, lay a good Foun- 
dation for time to come : Since what 
hath been, may be. For no Man in 
his Senſes can think a Church govern- 
ed by ;Biſhops is ſuch a Herefie as- 
deſerves that Evil Treatment they 
have had for that only Reaſon : Nor 
are the 39 Articles ſo Remote from 
Chriſtianity, nor the Diſcipline of the 


Church of Ergland ſo void of Deron, 
thac 
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thas for believing: the 0nez; and proti-? 


ſing the other, they ſhould be expoſed 


ro0Sufferings, when the Government 
iti other Hands: Let the Errors be 
what they: Lind, y- held or; profeſs, 
(ſince no- Body 


ſecure them; ias now it Sot ltd. 


' "Nor can-it' be thought”) Reaſonable | 
or' Religious, that the Prezbjttrian and 
Independent, 8c." ſhould -be oblipet ro 
g&tochear Common Prajer, when-them- 
lelves;' in their own Opinion, have @- 


more Eively Way of Worſhip. And 
if the Elders of thoſe Chitirehes take 
the fame Care, that a Biſhop in the 
Church -of - England is obliged to, 
(v12:) 'See that the Miniſters feed the 
Prock with good Dottrines, tending 
to'Holineſs of Life, and Peace amongſt 
Men, and -good Examples : What 
Reaſon hath the Church of Enzlahd 
to be angry, becauſe they do not go 
all -to one place, ſince both aim at one 
thing ( viz. ) The Promotion of Re- 


l110n, 


ur themſelves are! the 
Gooſe for them) tis Unreafonable abd: 
Irreligious for” the'Preshyverian'th Peor- 


| F_ 


' JM 


| or Government, ſo long as bo heb 
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ligion in General, andthe Peace of the 
,ommon-Wealth ? * © e109 
- - Again, What harm'- can the-Jav- 
baptiſt, by his Water-Diſpenſation, d&? 
He may, by his | zealous and fiifY 
Living, af laborious! Preaching, is 

nce many to the ' reforming their 
Lives and Manners; -'if: -not; to 'the 
thorough Renovation-of their Mind : 
Nor ean his recluſe” priyate Life - be 
any: Prejudice to the Stare, fince there 
are Hands enough beſides to'be' itn- 
ployed. If he has any Principles that 
are either Inconfiftent with 'Reliptor 


them to himſelf, no Body 1s the 
for them befides himſelf : But when it 
appears otherwiſe,” *ris time enough 


| then to puniſh: For *tis both Trrefi- 
| gious and Unreaſonable to puniſh Men: 
< for what we only ſuppoſe they will 
| do. 


Nor can the Quaker be left as a 


| Sacrifice to any other Party with Rea- 
| ſon or Religion, becauſe of his Sin- 


gularity ; ſince he -pretends as -muclt 
p Conlcience 
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Conſcience as 'any of the reſt, and 
ventures to come to the Text of Holy 
Scripture with--the moſt Orthodox : 
But kt his Errors be what they will 
(for *tis our Unhappineſs, that we 
are too apt to think too well of our 
own, and too meanly of our Neigh- 
bours) notwithſtanding. his Hat lies 
in the way, we-never found him to 
pive the Magiſtrate any Trouble, -un- 

{s. it was when forc'd before him, 
about his Religion, which he cannot 


help: If he 1s miſtaken, none will 


er for that miſtake but himſelf : 
And he is aſſured alſo, that one mi- 
ke..is not like to be corr=ted by 
another. But: all thoſe he hath ſepa- 
rated from, dare not pretend to be 
free from Miſtakes, even in the beſt 
rt of their Religion: And ſince the 
het is upon Suppoſition and Con- 
jecture, *tis the more unreaſonable to 


oblige Conformity. But that the Qua- 


ter 1s for promotion of the deſign of | 


Religion (viz.) Holineſs is undeniable ; 
it he carries it too far, *tis an Error 
of 


| 
F 
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of the Right Hang, and his Zeal 
ought to be cheriſh'd by the com- 
mon Father of the People ; ſince all 
tis Proſclytes eaſe the Magiſtrate 
of that trouble, People of greater Li- 
berty bring upon him. 


Add to this his Induſtry ; for as 
upon the Principles of Religion he is 
prohibited -the Diverſions of Humane 
Life, which others eſteem Lawful ; 
ſo *tis certain the Mind of Man muſt 
be diverted with ſomething : And 
therefore he, by turning Qzater, turn- 
eth the Stream of | his Diverſion to 


good Husbandry, as Planting, Im- 


proving Land, Keeping the Poor at 
work, &c. And for Trade, *tis de- 


| monſtrable, beyond ContradiCtion, that 


he is not one of the leaſt, or moſt 


; uſeleſs, both in City and Country : 


Nor is he one of the leaſt BenefaCtors 


| to the Government. 


Let every Man then be encouraged 
co Sow, to Plant, to learn Trades, to 
D improve 
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improve his Stock and Capacity for 
his Own, for his Poſterity*s, and for 


the Nation's Good, by an intire Li-- 


berty of Conſcience, that no Man 
may ſuffer in Body or Eſtate, for 
the Errors, or ſuppoſed Errors of 
his Mind, and that only in: things 


relating to another World : And fo 
ſhall the Civil Magiſtrate have greart- 


— — ho - 


Peace, and the People have that Tran- - 


quillity that attends fitting Vzder their - 
own Vine where none can make them afs ; 


fraid. 


To Conclude, he that 1s Born Heir 
to an Eſtate, is not Heir becauſe he 
1s of ſuch a Church, but becaule he 
1s his Father's Son: And it his Incli- 
nation, Education or Judgment, lead 


him out of the national Road to work 


out his own Salvation, 'tis very un- 
reaſonable as well as contrary to the 
Cundamental Laws of the 1.and, thar 
12 ſhould therefore loo!? his Birth- 


29Nt, 


A 
- 
» 4.” 
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And indeed great pitty it is, that all 
parties are not hearty herein ; for none 
knows but that thoſe that are other- 
wiſe minded, are making Rods for 
Themſelves or Poſterity, to be whipt 
withal, But leave Conſcience Un- 
cramp?d ; and by this means, the Civil 
Magiſtrate will always be Umpire 


between the ſeveral Parties that are 
under his Government ; for as he pro- 


tects all, fo all will fly to him as to 
their Common Sanctuary, where the 
Laws will decide all Controverfies, 
or Diſputes, that may ariſe. And if 
the Civil Authority is pleafed to 
make one Party as the Eldeſt Son ; 
that Elder may not have Power to 
{poil the Younger. - For this Reaſon | 
Conceive with Submiſſion, that Ho!/- 


land has given us an Excellent Exam 


ple; in which, tho? they have no Na- 
tional Church, yet the Magiltratc 
gives a preference as he plcaleth, 
and therejore takes care to maintain 
what he ſo prefers, out of the Com- 


mon Stock, which is a Juſt and 
I) 2 Rex 
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Reaſonable way, and. by that means 
all Parties contribute, to the up- 
holding what the Magiſtrate is w1l- 
ling to prefer ; and here 1s no Impoſi- 
tion upon thoſe.that do not think, as 


the Magiſtrate thinks, nor 1s 4. B, 


compell'd to pay B, C. for what 
A. B. thinks were better let alone ; 
But 4. B. is obliged- to render to 
Ceſar, what is Ce/ar's, ( viz. ) Taxes, 
Tribute, &«c. and if Cz/ar will out 
of that Common Stock, maintain 
that Man or Miniſtry that he. preters, 
he ought not. to be diſobeyed; tor 
there are perhaps many Thouſands of 
People under his Care, who have not 
the Diſcretion, no more. than Chul- 
dren, to cliooſe for themſelves. 

And therefore *tis but reaſonable, the 


Magiſtrate ſhould provide for them 


that labour to Inftrut the People in 
Religion and good Manners, over 
whom, in chief, the Magiſtrate him- 
telf 15 oyer-ſeer, 


5thly, 


, 


, 4 
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5thly, That Morality may be encou- 
raged, fince'itis ſo great a'part of Re- 
lipion, 'that without it none can be Re- 
ligious. 


| Were the foregoing Propoſitions 
well confidered, there would be the 
leſs need'to ſay 'much upon this Head, 
ſince it world 'be for the moſt part 
actum agere; for let but the Immo- 
ralift, the Ambitious, the Tenacious, 
the Perſectitor be diſcouraged ; in 
ſhort, let Vice be under the Diſplea- 
fure and Correlation of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, and Virtue or Morality will 
naturally be encouraged. The encou- 
ragement that is here intreated 1s, 
that no Man that is a Juſt, a Tem- 
perate and Honeſt Man, that keeps 
himſelf clear of thoſe Sins, that ſhut 
Men out of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, nay be either expoſed to Con- 
temipt, Scom or Perſecution; nor 
look*'d upon as a common Nuſance, 
nor as the 5th Wheel of a Wag 


B00, 
but that he' may have that Reſpect 
D 3 and 
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and Preference by the Government, 
that his virtuous Life hath juſtly me- 
rited; for where a Man of a vicious 
Life ſhall have the Smiles of Autho- 
rity, whilſt a Man of better Talents 
and a good Lite, ſhall be (for God's 
lake) flighted and deſpiſed : This 
is an apparent diſcouragement to Mo- 
rality; and how prejudicial that may 
be to the State in time, as well as 
to Youth at preſent, is not hard to 
determine; For Young Men will not 
apply themſelves to the Study of Vir- 
tue, to recommend. themſelves for 
the Service of their Countrey, when 
they ſee Examples of Vice before 
their Eyes under Promotion : But if 
Virtue were the only Qualification 
to advance to Honour, Power and 
Profit, and that nene but thoſe that 
were Educated in her School, ſhould be 
intruſted with the Charge of the Na- 
tion ; the Nobility and Gentry, as well 
as common People, would find them- 
telves obliged to take care 'of their 
Poſterity, 'to keep them from every 

Þ Vicious 


Pp. 


-_ 


_— 
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' Vicious Path, fince that leads to no- 


thing but Deſtrution both of Body 
and Soul, here and hereafter. True it 
15, many good Laws we have in 
Englaud, both againſt Swearing , 
Drunkenneſs, Whoreing and Gam- 
ing, &c. now *tis to no purpoſe to 
catch a Porter and make him pay 
12 4d. for an Oath; or ſend a Kitch- 
en Wench to Bridewell for Twelve 
Months, for having a ſmall Child, 
whilft Perſons of higher Rank ſhall 
by prattice repeat that every day 
without Cenſure, which theſe poor 
Perſons muſt ſuffer for, though but 
once committed, 


But to ſtop the growth of Impi- 
ety, and to retrieve the Nation from 
that Debauchery it 15 now fallen in- 
to; let every Man that 1s guilty of 
any manner of Debauchery or Im- 
morality, be mark*'d out as an Ene- 
my to the Peace and Iranquility of 
his Country, by being rendered un- 
capable of doing any thing for his 

4 king 
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King and Country, till he hath re= 
pented, and reformed his Lite: And 
if this method were begun at Court, 
Vertue would grow in Faſhion in 
the City, and ſo ſhould Morality 
be encouraged in all parts of the 
Country: With theſe things God 
Almighty would be well pleaſed, 
and pour out his Bleſſings upon us : 
With theſe things the King and 
his Great Counſel would find abun- 
dance of Eaſe, and Great Wealth, 
as well as Immortal Honoyr. 
With theſe things the City and 
Country would be ſafe, and eaſed of 


- - that continued Vexation and Charge, 


that the contrary always brings upon 
them. 


True it is, that altho* every One 
that is a Juſt and Temperate Man 
(in ſhort that is a Moral Man) may 
not be a good Man, for tho? his our- 
fide may be without blemiſh, his in» 
ſide may be too faulty, and very un- 
clean; yet no good Man can be fo 

with- 


Pe 
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without the Moral Man's outſide, 


nor will thoſe luſty Believers, thar 
ogg to Church Priviledges, and 

y Prefumption ( not Faith ) lay 
claim to Promiſes, find their ac- 
count, but themſelves irreparably mi- 
ſtaken, if there be any Truth in him 
that ſaid, Firſt make clean the inſide, and 
the outſide will be clean alſo. 


By outſides we are known one of 
another, and to one another, and by 
outſides we make our Judgments of 
each other, and if the outſide is 
not fair, we are ſure we muſt lay 
by our Reaſon to think the inſide 
can be otherwiſe than foul, and how 
Conſonant that is with Religion, is 
above declared ; nor can it make 
any better mixture than Iron and 
Clay. . 


Let Men that have clean outſides 
then be commended and encouraged 
for Example's ſake, and if they are 
not ſo, but Hypocrites, God w_ 

n 
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find them out, as he did Annaniac 
and Szpphira, —— But, ſure I am, 
the Government will have the Ad. 
vantage of that Conformity, if it be 
no more than Hypocriſie in the Con. 


formiſt. 


h-4 


7-4 
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THE 


Concluſion. 


LL Mankind, that has any Senſe 

of Religion, makes ſomething 

the Foundation of that Senſe. Now 

that ſomething muſt be either Tradi- 

tion, Reaſon, the Holy Scriptures, or 

Divine Inſpiration : But he that has 

only the firſt, cannot be ſaid to be a 

Religious, but Superſtitious Man, who 

cramps his own Reaſon, as he would 
others Conlciences. 

Yet, even ſuch a one ought not to 
be done by, as he would do by others; 
for then we ſhould be as bad and 
worſe than he, becauſe of our Jarger 
Knowledge. 


True 
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True it is, he ought to be pitied, 
but not perſecuted ; and if his Eyes 


cannot be opened, but he muſt die 


as blind as he was Born and Lived, 
we muſt &en think of him as of 


Idiots, ( viz.) Leave them to the 
unſeen ways of that God, who # ſlow 
to Anger and of great Kjnaneſs. 

Though I highly prefer Reaſon to 
Tradition in Religion, yet I cannot 
think Reaſon, as commonly under- 
ſtood, a good Forndation for Reli- 
g10N. 

Nevertheleſs, he that is moved 
by no Power Superiour to that 
of Reaſon, from Reaſonable Con- 
ſiderations muſt of neceflity be Si- 
lenced and Routed out of his Tra- 
ditional Religion : And if Reaſon 
conquers Tradition, ( as nothing is 
More certain) it will alſo diſcover 
its own Inſufficiency, from whence 
an earneſt Defire and Search will be 


after ſomething to make good that 
Defect. 


And 


PY. - 


PA. - 
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And here the Holy Scripture with- 
out, and the Holy Spirit within, will 
come in-to the relief of every. ſuch 


Perſon, to the Impregnating his: Un- 
derſtanding and Judgment to Com 


prehend, as well as Defire and: Will 
_ to Comply with what is his Duty 


to God, | his Neighbour, and Him- 
ſelf. 


So, that Faith which comes by 
hearing the Word of God, and 1s 
God's Gift, to render us Chriſtian, and 
Reaſon which is his Gift likewiſe to 
make us Humane, are like the Huſ- 
band and Wife, no more to be Twain, 
but One. Nevertheleſs the Man has 
the Preheminence ; for the Head of 
the Woman is the Man, and the Head 


of the Man, Chriſt, &c. as the Apoſtle 


teacheth. 

Therefore thoſe that would endea- 
vour to part what God hath fo joyn- 
ed Arr! wah bring themſelves under 
the Curſe. 


But 
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But Faith, which is the Founda- 
tion of Religion ( ( for without it we 
cannot pleaſe God ) and Reaſon, which 
is. Eſſential to our Humanity, God 
hath United in One, that fo all our 
Beliefs and Works relating to God, 
our Neighbours, and our Selves, may 
appear 'to be no more than really it 


is (viz. ) our Reaſonable Service: 


